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Project Description 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, (Corps) Walla Walla District proposes to participate in a cost 
share project with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the City of Pierce, 
Idaho (Figure 1) in order to rehabilitate the city’s wastewater collection and treatment systems.  
The improvement process will include repair or replacing manhole covers, sewer main lines, and 
service lines.  Furthermore, a secondary treatment system will be added within the existing 
treatment plant footprint in order to meet Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
redundancy requirement.  Project improvements include the following actions: camera survey of 
the entire collection system; manhole, server main, and service line repair and replacement; 
construction of the parallel 191,000 gpd wastewater treatment plant; rehabilitate the existing 
treatment plant; installing a mechanical sludge dewatering system and removing the existing 
sludge drying beds; and the construction of equalization storage and a concrete sedimentation basin 
to treat the water treatment plant filter backwash.   
 
The proposed work will not require additional water rights, and all construction activity will 
comply with Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) requirements for surface water 
protection and groundwater contamination protocols.  All proposed improvements to the treatment 
plant—including the new construction of the secondary treatment system—will be will be located 
within the existing treatment facility boundary.  Improvements to the collection system will be 
located within existing right-of-ways.  In fact, all ground disturbing activity will be located in 
previously disturbed and developed areas.   
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Figure 1: Area of Potential Effect (APE) map for the Pierce Wastewater Improvement Project. 
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Determination of Effect 
 
USDA Rural Development (RD) consulted with the Idaho State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) and the Nez Perce Tribe regarding the Pierce Wastewater Improvement Project (Appendix 
A).  Idaho SHPO identified two historic properties within the area of potential effect; however, it 
was later determined the undertaking would not affect either historic property.  USDA-RD made 
the formal Section 106 determination of No Effect to Historic Properties.  This determination was 
supported by the Idaho SHPO so long as an inadvertent discovery plan was developed in the event 
cultural resources are encountered.   
 
The Nez Perce Tribe requested archaeological monitoring where ground disturbance will occur; 
however, USDA determined this was not necessary due to the fact all ground disturbing activity 
will be located in previously disturbed soils.  The Corps concurs with USDA’s determination of 
No Effect to Historic Properties and that monitoring is not necessary.  This concludes the Corps’ 
NHPA Section 106 requirements and the project may proceed as planned.   
 
 
Finding:   

 No Undertaking/No Potential to Cause Effects  No Effect to Historic Properties. 
 

 All of the proposed work is taking place in previously disturbed areas, and consultation 
with the Nez Perce Tribe and Idaho SHPO is sufficient to meet the requirements of 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations 
36 Code of Federal Regulations Part 800. 

  
Certification of Results: 
I certify that this investigation was conducted and documented according to Secretary of 
Interior's Standards and guidelines and that the report is complete and accurate to the best of my 
knowledge. 
 
 
 
 
Christopher D. Wernick,  
Archaeologist 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
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Appendix A: 
Consultation letters from USDA to the Idaho State Historic Preservation Office and the Nez 

Perce Tribe 
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